“IF FORTRESS PEOPLE REDUCE GOD TO CONCRETE FACTS, CLOUD
PEOPLE REDUCE GOD TO FOGGY OPINIONS. IF FORTRESS PEOPLE

TURN FAITH INTO A VICIOUS FIGHT ABOUT WHO'S MORE RIGHT, i LUK | {[L1g Lkl
CLOUD PEOPLE REDUCE FAITH TO A KIND OF INCONSEQUENTIAL | THT IR (| (PHRHNIRATEL A |

LEISURE ACTIVITY, LIKE DOING CROSSWORD PUZZLES OR COLLECTING | il iy L UL T 0 O R TR R | Ll
REFRIGERATOR MAGNETS OR BEING WINE CONNOISSEURS.” R by LR ] S Ll i}
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IT WILL ALWAYS HELP YOU TO WATCH
the video once or twice in advance to develop your own
thoughts and questions. As you listen to Brian, consider your
group’s theological range. Will any feel like the villains in Brian's
presentation? Fosition Brian (as well as the other animate
theologians throughout this course) as a helpful contributor to
your conversation but not as the last word.

"IN OUR EFFORTS TO MAKE SENSE OF GOD,
BRIAN SUGGEST THAT WE HAVE PUSHED
OURSELWVES ONTO TWO ISLANDS:

ON ONE, WE GATHER AROUND AN IMAGE OF GOD
AS A FORTRESS. OUR STRENGTH AND SHIELD.
GOD IS OUR ROCK—SOLID, UNCHANGING, STEADY.

ON THE OTHER, WE FIND OURSELVES HOVERING
AROUND A FLOATING CASTLE ON A CLOUD, WHERE GOD
1S FOGGY AND SPECULATIVE. GOD 1S EVERYWHERE

AND NOWHERE. GOD 1S UNKNOWABLE, MYSTICAL,

AND FAR OQUTSIDE OF HUMAN EXPERIENCE."

THE TRIMITY IS & GREAT EXAMPLE OF HOW
COMPLICATED IT CAM BE TO ARMNSWER THE QUESTION
TWHO IS GOoDT

THE DOCTRIME OF THE TRINITY ISM'T REALLY IMN THE
BIBLE—THERE WE FIND THE SEEDS IF THIS IDEA. BUT
EARLY CHRISTIANS NEEDED WAYS TO TALK ABOUT

GOD BEING THE BABY IN THE MANGER, THE BREATH
OF LIFE, AND THE CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE.

. BY THE STH CENTURY. WE HAD A DOCTRINE OF THE
a® TRINITY, BUT IT'S A CONCEPT MANY OF US STILL HAVE
A HARD TIME UNDERSTAMNDING.

RICHARD DAWKINS, AND CHRISTOPHER
HITCHENS HAVE ATTACKED BELIEF IN

GOD ON THE GROUNDS THAT IT IS NOT
COMPATIBLE WITH SCIENCE AND A MODERN
WORLD-VIEW; AND THAT RELIGIOUS
PEOPLE MAKE THE WORLD WORSE.

§ NEO-ATHEIST WRITERS LIKE SAM HARRIS,

—
.
.
.
.

sseecsssscsss s

“THE IDEA OF THE TRINITY, SO CENTRAL TO TRADITIONAL CHRISTIAN
UNDERSTANDINGS OF GOD, TAKES A GREAT DEAL OF IMAGINATION.
THROUGH HISTORY, PEOPLE HAVE USED IMAGES LIKE THREE DANCERS

| AL | | MOVING IN A CIRCLE, OR THREE LEAVES OF A CLOVER, OR THREE STATES

| | 1y | OF WATER TO TRY TO CONVEY THAT ONE GOD CAN EXIST IN THREE

PERSONS OR THAT THREE PERSONS CAN CONSTITUTE ONE GOD."
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eeeeeens ) Sam Harris, The End of Faith: Religion, Terror, and the Future of Reason (New York: Norton, 2004); Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion (New
York: Houghton-Mifflin, 2006); Christopher Hitchens, God Is Not Great: How Religion Foisons Everything (New York: Hachette, 2007).
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