
Just as there 
are many 
images of the 
cross, there 
have been 
many ways of 
understanding 
the cross over 
the centuries, 
each one 
trying to 
answer the 
question “What 
exactly was 
accomplished 
on the cross?” 

There are 
four primary 
theories that 

continue to 
shape our 

ideas about the 
cross and the 

atonement:
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