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Cross: tHe God wHO dies    |   nadia bolZ-weBer

What’s the cross without the 
crucifixion of Jesus? As a group, 

read through Jesus’ crucifixion in one 
or more of the Gospels. You can find the 

story in Mark 15:33-39, Matthew 27:45-
56, Luke 23:26-49, and John 19:18-30. 
If possible, consider showing a clip from a 

film such as Jesus of Nazareth or Jesus 
(the Campus Crusade for Christ 

film). Ask the group to share 
their reactions to these 

crucifixion scenes.

Compare this quote to 
the Psalm 51—a text 
that is assigned to be 

read on Ash Wednesday.

ORiGen OF aleXandRia was One of tHe most bRilliant 

eaRly CHristians, able to HOld His Own witH tHe 

HeaVyweiGHt minds OF aleXandRia. He sPells Out 

His ransOM tHeory in aGainst Celsus 7.17. CHrist 

GiVes His liFe as a ransom to tHe deVil, wHO Has 

Held Humanity CaptiVe sinCe adam and eVe’s fall.

GReGORy of nyssa (335-395) was amonG tHe “CapPadOCian 

fatHeRs” OF tHe CHurCH (pResent-day tuRKey). He 

arGued tHe tHeory tHat lateR beCame Known as 

“CHristus ViCtor” in His CateCHetiCal ORations.

GustaV aulen (1879-1977) reintROduCed tHe “CHristus 

ViCtor” tHeORy of atonement tO tHe twentietH 

CentuRy in His boOK of tHat title, puBlisHed in 1921. 

He arGued tHat CV Had dOMinated CHristian tHOuGHt 

for its fiRst 1,000 yeaRs and OuGHt tO be reClaiMed.

peter abelaRd (1079-1142) tauGHt tHat CHrist aCCOMplisHed 

atonement tHrouGH His moral inFluenCe On Humanity. 

abelaRd’s eMpHasis On tHe liFe and teaCHinG OF Jesus 

widens OuR foCus From tHe Cross alone to all tHe 

OtHeR ways tHat Jesus liVed Out loVe for tHe wORld. 

tHe Cross is tHe CulMinatiOn of a liFe liVed for OtHeRs.

“[it’s liKe God said], ‘HeRe’s tHe eXtent i will 

Go to deFy yOuR idea OF me as a VenGeful 

God: i wOn’t eVen liFt a finGer to COndeMn 

tHe peOPle wHO HunG me . . .i wOuld ratHeR 

die tHan be in tHe sin-aCCOuntinG business 

anyMORe.’” —nadia bolZ-weBer
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tHere aRe four main Views 
of the cross (atonement theories) presented in this 
spread. In some ways Nadia’s views are in line with 
these theories, but in other ways her ideas create 
some tension. Before class, think about where Nadia’s 
views fit in with these four categories so you can 
better help your group do the same. 

Talk through the four ideas on this 
spread together. Then review Nadia’s 

three images of God as represented through 
the cross: Angry Daddy, Accountant, and God-

on-the-Cross. Work together to decide where these 
three ideas best fit on the diagram in the Journal. 

Write each idea in the appropriate place. Talk together.
• How do Nadia’s ideas about the cross fit in 

or go against these four main ideas?
• How do you think Nadia’s journey back to 

Christianity affected her view of the cross?
• How does your journey affect how you see the cross?
• Do you think there’s a right answer? Why or why not?

• Which view or views of the cross most align 
with your view? Mark them in your Journal 

using symbols, lines, or whatever best 
represents your beliefs.

anselm OF CanteRbuRy (1033-1109) introduCed tHe 

tHeORy of suBstitutiOnary atonement in His Cur deus 

HOMo. He piCtures Humanity OwinG GOd a HuGe deBt 

OF Honor beCause we HaVe failed to wORsHiP and liVe 

in tHe liGHt OF God. CHrist’s deatH pays tHe deBt.

rene GiRard (1932-pResent) sees tHe deatH OF 

Jesus as a reVeRsal OF tHe Human pRaCtiCe 

OF sCaPeGOatinG in ORdeR to difFuse tHe 

pRessuRe OF riValRy. Jesus willinGly beCame 

tHe sCaPeGOat and so reVeRsed tHe CyCle.

irenaeus (Ca 200) was tHe bisHOP of wHat is now 

lyons, fRanCe. for iReneaus tHe Cross was tHe 

CulMinatiOn of a pROCess by wHiCH God redeemed a 

CORruPted relatiOnsHiP witH Humanity. God, in tHe 

persOn of CHrist, tRansfused diVine liFe intO eVery 

staGe OF Human eXistenCe—fROM biRtH tO deatH.


