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CANon:  MInINg FoR THe WOrD   |   ErIC eLnEs

THeRe HAVE BeEN LoTs Of 
extra-biblical books that didn’t make 

the canon—the Book of Mormon, the 

Didache, the Gospel of Thomas. But 

what if someone today found a third 

letter to the Corinthians? How do you 

think the church would decide whether 

or not to include it in the canon?

ErIC TAlKS ABoUT tHE HOlY SpIRIt 
as a kind of refining fire that helps us 

extract “gold” from the Word of God. In what 

ways does your community apply “spiritual 

heat” to your reading of the Bible?

Break into three 

groups and ask each 

group to discuss the role 

of one of the following in 

our reading of the Bible: 

Prayer, Reflection, 

Community.

Have a few people 

share their responses 

to this question.

MArCIOn WAS THe BIsHOp 
Of SInoPe, BUt HIS BeLIeF 
THAt tHE GoD Of THe JEWIsH 
SCrIPtUReS WAs INfErIOr To 
THe GoD Of THe GoSpEls LeD 
To HIS EXCoMmUNICAtIOn IN 
144 C.E. StILl, HE COnTInUED 
To PrEACH, AND HE LeD 
A CHURCH IN ASIA MInOr. 
HE DIeD IN 160 C.E., AND A 
CHURCH THAt FoLlOWeD 
HIS TeACHINgS LAsTeD FoR 
GeNeRAtIOnS AFtEr HIM. HIS 
VIEWs WeRe INsTrUMeNtAL 
IN PUsHINg THe CHURCH 
ToWARD AN OfFICIAl 
CANonIZAtIOn oF THe BIbLe.


