
In Come, Emmanuel we join Christians around 
the world, past and present, in the Advent 
tradition of reflecting on brief prayers known 
as the “O Antiphons.” Christians have used 
the O Antiphons since the eighth century or 
perhaps even longer. Their name comes from 
the way each one begins (“O Wisdom,” “O 
Adonai/Lord,” and so on). The O Antiphons 
were sung during evening prayer or mass, 
especially in the last seven days of the Advent 
season. Around the twelfth century, the O 
Antiphons became the basis for the hymn we 
know as “O come, O come, Emmanuel.”

On the first day of each set of devotions in 
Come, Emmanuel, a contemporary version of 
the antiphon serves as the scripture text, and 
a stanza from “O come, O come, Emmanuel” 
serves as the “To ponder” quotation. The next 
four days in the set include scripture texts 
traditionally associated with the antiphon 
and quotes chosen by the writers. 

Emmanuel came that first Christmas. 
Emmanuel comes to us today. Emmanuel will 
come again. Rejoice and share the good news!
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Are you interested in receiving this devotional? Sign up today! 

ISBN: 978-1-5064-9656-6

co m e, 
e m m a n u e l

D E V O T I O N S  F O R  A D V E N T  &  C H R I S T M A S 
2 0 2 3 – 2 0 2 4



Are you interested in receiving this devotional? Sign up today! 

co m e,
e m m a n u e l

D E V O T I O N S  F O R  A D V E N T  &  C H R I S T M A S 
2 0 2 3 – 2 0 2 4


